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Abstract

Research Title Guidelines for the Development of Bilateral Military

Cooperation with the United States and China

Name Squadron Leader Thapong Suntornworawattana
Research Consultant Commander Krittayoch Pitakunnop
Research Advisor Group Captain Suwit Thitong

Strengthening military cooperation between Thailand and the United States
and China has more challenges in present day, as both countries compete to enhance
military cooperation with Thailand. This research therefore aims to study the pattern
of military cooperation between Thailand and the two countries, including joint and
combined exercises, professional military education, military assistance and
procurement of weapons. The purpose is to create guidelines for development of
military cooperation between Thailand and the two countries by gathering information
from research documents or related academic articles to analyze under the concept
of national power, which consists of diplomacy, information, military and economic
(DIME). Moreover, this research studies documents obtained from relevant agencies,
including Documents Supporting Foreign Military Sales (FMS) from Naval Supply
Department and Ministry of Defense's Guidelines for Driving ASEAN Community 2022 -
2027, in order to know the current state and desired state of Thailand’s military
cooperation. This research concludes that military cooperation between Thailand and
the two countries has been affected by Thailand's internal political instabilities,
people’s perception of information regarding military cooperation, difference of threat
perception between Thailand and the United States, and limitation in Thailand's
defense budget. As for joint and combined exercises, Thailand and the United States
have more programs and emphasis on increasing expertise in joint and combined than
China. In terms of professional military education, the United States and China offer
the most seats to Thailand respectively. However, professional military education in
the United States is preferred by Thai military officers. Military assistance from the

United States has a comprehensive model with explicit rules than China. As for



weapons procurement, Thailand purchased more weapons from China than the United
States between 2016 and 2022, but the Thai military has more trust on weapons from
the United States than China. Thai military should continue to maintain relations with
both the United States and China by taking Thailand's national interests as the main
objectives. With the United States, Thailand should seek cooperation on issues that
do not create conflict with China. While developing military cooperation with China,
Thailand should continue to develop cooperation from the existing framework and be
careful of expressing a stance on China's sensitive issues. In addition, Thailand should
increase military cooperation with other state, especially ASEAN, in order to better

maintain cooperation with the great powers.
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