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Abstract

Research Title Improving Cooperation in US-Thai Relations
Name Major Jessica Padoemthontaweekij
Research Consultant Lieutenant Colonel Jonathan Rodgers
Research Advisor Group Captain Nattarpongs Tararuxsamana

Thailand and the United States have maintained a strong alliance for over
190 years. However, the rapid growth of China’s power has led to a fierce competition
with the U.S. over the last decade, which has subsequently affected relations between
Thailand and the U.S. Therefore, the purpose of this research is to analyze and
synthesize approaches to enhance cooperation between Thailand and the U.S., by
applying SWOT analysis to DIME and utilizing TOWS Matrix to formulate policy

recommendations that can provide concrete directions to improve foreign relations.

This research concludes the Thai-U.S. relations should be improved in the
following ways: In diplomacy, the U.S. should increase its support for Thailand to act
as a regional leader in the security cooperation of the lower Mekong countries where
Thailand can act as a conduit for the United States. In information, both countries
should share information and technology on climate developments and increase
investment in building infrastructure to promote clean energy. In military, the U.S.
should maintain undisrupted military relations with Thailand especially in multilateral
training such as Cobra Gold in order to reduce the incentives for Thailand to lean closer
to China. In economy, Thailand, with U.S. assistance, should develop value-added
industries, especially in high-tech supply chains manufacturing which will benefit both
countries as it increases options for U.S. supply chain demands, promote Thai

economic growth, and reduce dependence on China.
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